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Thank you fo~ter to the Secretary of the Navy requesti ng the disinterment 
and identification of~who was lost onboard USS OKLAHOMA on December 7, 
194 1. I am responding on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The Department of the Navy (DON) prefers not to conduct any fut1her disinterment and 
identification attempts of unknown Sailors and Marines from USS OKLAHOMA. During any 

identification process and due to the comingled state of the remains the Sailors and Marines of 

USS OKLAHOMA would be outside the sanctity of the grave for a third time following their 
heroic sacrifice at Pearl Harbor. Additionally, a fu ll DNA testing and accounting could take 
many years and likely leave many of the missing still unaccounted fo r. As an alternative, DON 

bas proposed a final interment ceremony for the remains of approximately 100 un identified 
OKLAHOMA casualties disintened in 2003. While the details are to still to be determined, the 

event might be held on the 751
h anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor with the families of all 

the unaccounted for invited. 

Regardless of DON preference, the Department of Veterans Affairs is the final approval 
authority for the disinterment of unknown remains from the National Memorial Cemetery of the 

Pacific. The Secretary of the Army, as the interment authority for the unknowns associated with 

USS OKLAHOMA, must also consent to any future disinterment of remains. The Office of the 
Secretary of Defense and DON, as part of the recently announced restructuring of the personnel 

accounting community, are conducting a review of the issue of accounting for service members 
killed while serving on USS OKLAHOMA and will make a recommendation on how to proceed 

on this issue once the review is complete. 

The Navy welcomes your interest on this subject matter. Should you have any further 
questions on this matter, my point of contact is Lieutenant Commander Jason Knox, USN, who 
can be reached at (703) 693-0481 or via email atjason.knox@navy.mil. 
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